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October 7, 2025 
 
Presentation to:  Councillor Janice Lukes, Chair 

Members, Standing Policy Committee on Public Works  
 
From:   Chris Lorenc, B.A., LL.B., President & CEO, MHCA 
 
Subject:   Route 90 Improvements 
 
Good morning members of the Standing Policy Committee on Public Works. 
 
I am submitting this letter of support for the Route 90 Improvements report on behalf of Manitoba Heavy 
Construction Association. 
 
We support Council moving forward with the Route 90 Improvements, as this road represents more than just a key 
piece of our City’s street network, but also a key trade corridor for our province and country. Route 90 is a vital part 
of the network that connects northern Manitoba with trade corridors to the south, and with all the focus on 
expanding the Port of Churchill as a trade hub, this corridor becomes even more important. 
 
It is also important that we think big – moving forward with improvements to Route 90 are about more than just the 
immediate return on investment, it is helping to make Winnipeg the “t” in global trade because if we can’t move it, 
we can’t sell it.  
 
Moving forward with this project also helps to achieve key goals in OurWinnipeg 2045, the recently approved 
Transportation Master Plan, and arguably most importantly, Council’s Strategic Priorities Action Plan where Action 
Item 2.12 – Initiate redevelopment of Route 90 Improvements – Taylor to Ness points to this as a route that will 
increase connectivity for trade, goods, and people movement in order to build a strong economy. 
 
I will also reiterate that this report is another example of why the City needs to develop a new funding model, 
supported by revenue streams sufficient for the existing and projected infrastructure investment needs.  
 
An obvious first place to start is to partner efforts between the civic and provincial governments, and by extension 
the federal government, through a shared economic growth strategy, harnessing strategic investment to grow the 
economy to help generate required revenue streams.  
 
We need to harness existing public support and press the provincial government to engage in New Fiscal Deal 
discussions. The City needs to explore alternate revenue sharing and sources such as replacing property taxes with 
municipal personal and corporate income taxes. 
 
The City also needs to appoint a Chief Economic Development Officer at the “C” Suite level to champion economic 
growth and coordinate City efforts. This person should report to a Council committee charged with a similar 
mandate, while providing strategic advice to all of Council on opportunities to leverage growth. 
 
The above steps begin the long, hard work towards putting Winnipeg on a path towards economic growth, 
sustainable revenue generation, and stronger service delivery capacity. 
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This ability to generate new revenue will ensure the City is able to repair our existing roadways along with building 
new routes to ensure we continue to enhance our links as a vital, central trade corridor in Canada. 
 
The MHCA looks forward to continuing to work with the City towards practical, workable solutions, to support its 
ratepayers with a strengthened civic fiscal capacity. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Manitoba Heavy Construction Association (MHCA) 

 
 
 

Chris Lorenc, B.A., LL.B., 

President & CEO 
 
cc. MHCA Board of Directors 
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