
On May 13, Rockwood Quarry 
Operators, with support 
from the Manitoba Heavy 

Construction Association, hosted an 
open house to create an opportunity 
for community members to have 
candid conversations with quarry 
operators.

The open house was 
organized following 
feedback received 
during public hearings 
held by the RM of 
Rockwood regarding 
planning applications 
for proposed quarry 
developments north of 
the Town of Stonewall. 
During those hearings, 
residents — primarily 
from Rockwood and 
Stonewall — expressed 
concerns about the 
potential impacts 
they anticipated if 
the applications were 
approved. The hearings 
also highlighted a disconnect 
between quarry operators and area 
residents.
The May 13 open house featured 
11 representatives from four 
quarry operators — Amrize 
Canada, Heidelberg Materials, 
Glacial Aggregates and Maple Leaf 
Construction. Representatives 
were available to listen to concerns 
from more than 50 attendees, 
answer technical questions, and 
share information about quarry 

operations, long-term plans and 
rehabilitation processes.
Community members raised 
concerns about the potential 
impacts of extraction and 
processing activities. Concern 

shared included 
groundwater 
protection, noise 
and vibration, 
the potential 
effects on building 
foundations and 
window seals, dust 
travelling off-site 
during windy 
conditions, and the 
use of vegetated 
berms to help 
reduce noise and 
screen operations 
from nearby roads 
and homes.
Many residents 
who attended 
indicated they 

had not filed formal complaints 
with the RM of Rockwood or 
the Rockwood Quarry District 
Advisory Committee. Several 
attendees also said they were 
unaware that the advisory 
committee existed.
Established by the RM of 
Rockwood in 2005, the Rockwood 
Quarry District Advisory 
Committee serves as a forum 
for communication between 

quarry operators and the local 
community. The committee 
includes representatives from RM 
of Rockwood council, the Province 
of Manitoba’s Mines Branch, 
quarry operators, service providers 
such as blasting contractors, and a 
member of the public.
When residents bring concerns 
forward to the RM, those 
concerns are referred to the 
advisory committee, which meets 
regularly to discuss and address 
them. According to the Manitoba 
Heavy Construction Association, 
this process provides quarry 
operators with an opportunity to 
better understand and respond to 
community concerns.
Given the area’s extensive 
limestone deposits, the Rockwood 

Quarry District is expected to 
remain home to active quarry 
operations for decades to come. As 
the Town of Stonewall continues 
to grow, more residents will live in 
proximity to these operations.
While policies and regulations 
help mitigate potential impacts, 
the Manitoba Heavy Construction 
Association believes ongoing 
dialogue between community 
members and industry is the most 
effective path toward positive 
coexistence.
Another open house is planned 
for September and will provide 
residents with another opportunity 
to continue the conversation.
For more information about the 
Manitoba Heavy Construction 
Association, visit www.mhca.mb.ca.
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